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The New Kid in Town 
Quick Backdrop 
Two ques ons: 

1. Have you ever been the new student at school? 
2. When was the last me your class (or team, or youth group) received a 

new student? 
 

There are not too many things more unnerving than that first day of school in a 
new school system. Everyone around you has their circles of friends; you don’t 
know who, if anyone, you’ll sit with at lunch; you’re afraid you’ll get lost which will 
lead to an even worse situa on of being late for a class. The poten al pi alls of 
“new student” status are many. But it doesn’t have to be that way. 
 
Everyone has experienced the feeling of being the “new person” at some point, 
whether with a new job, new school, new team, new cast, etc. Therefore, we all 
know what it feels like. Curiously, God has a “pay it forward” instruc on for these 
situa ons.  

Digging In (God, Show Me!) 
As God was preparing Israel to be His people in the Promised Land, He kept re-
minding them of a par cular instruc on, an instruc on  that could sound a li le 
like this: you know what it’s like to be “the new person”; be kind to the new people 
in your midst. Here are some samples of this recurring instruc on: 

Taking It Inward (God, Teach Me!)  
Think for a minute about why God would be so persistent with this instruc on. 
What does it appear He is mo va ng His people to do? 
 
 
What is God asking His people to tap into as they interact with foreigners in their 
land? 
 
 
Think about a me when you were the “foreigner” in a strange land—a me when 
you were new to a group of people who were already familiar with each other, i.e., a 
new student, a new team member, new cast member. Take a moment to remember 
emo onal details like anxiety and nervousness. Write down any specific feelings, 
emo ons or thoughts, you felt during that experience. 
 
 
 
How did that situa on turn out? When did you quit feeling anxious and nervous and 
what helped you get to that point? 

 
 

Putting Into Practice (God, Change Me!) 
What do God’s instruc ons to Israel say to you concerning your “foreigner” 
experience? What are you to do with that experience? 

 

Think about all your groups in which everyone is familiar with each other: youth 
group, school, team, cast, band, a squad. Have you had a new student join your 
familiar group lately?  Write down any names that come to mind. 

 

 

Now, think about how you might reach out to the new student(s). Remember, 
as God reminded Israel, if you were ever “the new person” in any situa on, you 
know what it feels like and you know it’s no fun. Write down two or three 
things you could do to help a new student feel accepted, relaxed, and looked 
out for. 

 

Then do those things. Be the one who helps the new person’s nervousness and 
anxie es give way to familiarity and acceptance.   
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Exodus 23:9 
9 “Do not oppress a foreigner; you yourselves know how it feels to be foreigners, 
because you were foreigners in Egypt.” 

 
Levi cus 19:33‐34 
33 “‘When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. 34 The 
foreigner residing among you must be treated as your na ve-born. Love them as 
yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the L  your God.” 

 
Deuteronomy 10:19 
19 And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreign-
ers in Egypt. 
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Code to Drive By 
 
Chariot Ready (Genesis 46:29; Psalm 20:7) 
 I will buckle up before pu ng the vehicle in gear. 
 I will keep track of re tread wear (Google “check tread wear”) and mileage 

between oil changes (check the owner’s manual). 
 I will stay aware of gas levels (no lower than ¼ tank is a good rule of thumb). 
 Other: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Alertness (1 Peter 5:8) 
 I will pay a en on to things outside, not inside the car. 
 I will NOT text and drive. 
 I will NOT drive distracted by cell phone, GPS, or others in the car. 
 I will assume other drivers may not be obeying traffic lights or doing what 

their turn signals say. 
 Other: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Self Control (Proverbs 16:32; Proverbs 14:29; Titus 2:11) 
 I will make it a habit (even a personal game) to know the speed zone I’m in 

and drive appropriately. 
 I will not roll through stop signs, but make “driver’s-ed-quality” stops. 
 I will be pa ent with my fellow drivers, giving them space. 
 I will be aware of and obedient to traffic laws. 
 I will obey the rules laid down by my parents/guardians. 
 I will trust in the name of the Lord MORE than my vehicle. A vehicle is not a 

statement of status (or lack thereof). It is simply a convenient way to get 
from point A to point B. 

 Other: _____________________________________________________ 

Make It a Prayer 
Use the points above to write a prayer that expresses your desire to be an alert 
and self-controlled driver. 
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